
KYSBA

UMPIRE CLINIC

Baseball/Softball

Presented By:

Mart Holdaway, League UIC

Phone number: 208-371-7880

Email: umpire@kysba.org

Assistant UIC: Mike Johnson



• Please Turn Cell phones OFF or to STUN!

• Restrooms

• Avoid “War” stories, avoid making comments that start with:

– One time

– I once saw

– This happened to me

– You will never believe

– I remember

• Dress like an umpire!

– Blue Shirt

– Black or Dark Blue Hat

– Grey or dark pants

– Dark shoes

– No Shorts

– No sandals or flip flops

– No hats on backwards



KYSBA 2022 Umpire Pay

Volunteers may be used for field umps

DIVISION PLATE FIELD

Babe Ruth 13-15 $50 $50

Majors 11-12 yrs $45 NA

Minors 9-10 yrs $30 NA

Rookies 7-8 yrs $30 NA

Softball 14/16U $45 $45

Softball 12U $40 NA

Softball 10U $30 NA

All Melba Games +$10 For Travel



2022 UMPIRE CLINICS SCHEDULE

It is MANDATORY that all teams have 

one volunteer attend an umpire clinic

DATE TIME ATENDEES SUBJECT LOCATION

Tuesday

Mar 29

6:00 pm

9:00 pm

Baseball and 

Softball Umpires

Beginning 

Umpire Clinic

Kuna Middle School 

Cafeteria

Thursday

Mar 31

6:00 pm

8:00 pm

Baseball and 

Softball Umpires

Advanced 

Umpire Clinic

Kuna Middle School 

Cafeteria

Saturday

April 2

9:00 am

12:00 pm

Baseball and 

Softball Umpires

Beginning 

Umpire Clinic

Kuna Middle School 

Cafeteria

TBA TBA Baseball Majors Field Clinic Kuna Middle School

TBA TBA Baseball Minors Field Clinic City Field

TBA TBA Softball 12U Field Clinic Kuna Middle School



• For umpires to get paid I must have 

verification that you umpired a game. 

• NLT Sunday, 12 p.m. you are required to 

email me your games umpired for the week.

• Pay will be processed weekly.
• Normally mailed checks take 7 to 10 days to arrive.

• If you want to get paid quicker you can set up ARBITER direct deposit.

• Cost is $1.50 for each direct deposit.



Arbiter is our scheduling program



Games are posted 2 weeks out on Sunday

Each day you are limited to signing up for 4 games



Primary and Standby Slots

• Use standby slots to indicate that you want 

to umpire the game if the primary cancels. 



• Arrive at least 30 minutes early to the game.

• Meet with partner and go over umpire 

coordination elements.
– Introductions 

– Fair/Foul Coverage (Who's Got What & Where) 

– Tag-ups/Touches 

– Signals (Infield Fly Situation, What's the Count?, etc.) 

– Fly Balls to Outfield 

– Fly Balls to Infield 

– Coverage of Third Base 

– Live Ball (Restart After Foul/Dead Balls) 

– Dropped Third Strike

– Half Swing Appeals (Checked Swing) 

– Umpire Positioning 



• Meet with official score keeper
– Get their name

– Ask them to sit where you have ready access to them

– Remind them about out of order batters

– Go over asking for count, balls then strikes

– The plate umpire’s watch is the official time and to 

write down the start time when you announce it

You may assign the score keeper to keep the time

– Pitching affidavits are required for every game after the 

first game of the season

– It is the score keeper’s responsibility to insure pitchers 

are eligible

– Make sure umpire signs the pitching affidavit after the 

game!



But I thought I knew the rules?

Many Variations of Baseball Rules 



2019 Rule Changes

• Jewelry (Cal Ripken Baseball, Babe Ruth Baseball, 

Babe Ruth Softball) – Jewelry is prohibited. Players shall 

not wear jewelry. Medical alert and religious bracelets or 

necklaces are not considered jewelry. If worn, they must 

be taped to the body to remain invisible. Wireless 

communication devices are not allowed. However, 

Electronic Scoring Devices are permitted. No device on 

the field or in the dugout may be used as a means of 

communication

• Babe Ruth Softball Rule Change – Face Masks –

Face Masks are required for the infield positions –

First, Third and Pitcher. Will be provided for each team.



2020 Rule Changes

Softball had the only rule change in 2020 that affected our 

league.

• Pitcher’s Foot Placement:

The new addition eliminated the requirement that a pitcher 

must have part of her pivot foot on top of the pitchers plate. 

Now, the pivot foot must only start in contact with the plate. 

This addition will also allow the pitcher to start with the non-

pivot “stride” foot in contact with or behind the plate, and 

allows the pitcher to step back with the stride foot off of the 

plate; provided the step back begins prior to the official start 

of the pitch, the separating of the hands.

• Pitchers may still start with both feet in contact with the 

pitchers plate.



2021 Rule Changes
• Rule 0.01; Number 7 - BACKGROUND CHECKS: Babe Ruth 

League requires all managers, coaches, and volunteers with 

consistent active engagement with players to register with our 

National Athletic Safety Program for Background Checks and 

Abuse Prevention Training. Babe Ruth League, Inc. chartered 

leagues are required to conduct a nationwide background check on 

all managers, coaches, Board of Directors, and any other persons, 

volunteers, or hired workers, who provide regular service to the 

league and/or have repetitive access to, or contact with, players. 

Once a volunteer has successfully completed the background 

check, it is valid for a two (2) year period from the date of 

completion. (Cal Ripken Baseball, Babe Ruth Baseball, Babe 

Ruth Softball)

• All other changes for 2021 apply to Babe Ruth 16-18 divisions.



2022 Rule Changes

• Babe Ruth Softball Rule 1.15 (b) - No pitcher shall attach to her 

glove any foreign material of a color different from the glove. The 

pitcher may wear her batting glove on her non-pitching hand 

under her pitcher’s glove, provided the batting glove is not optic 

yellow.

• All other changes for 2022 apply to tournament play.



KYSBA Local League Rules

1. Extra Player Option: All divisions Baseball and Softball may use the extra 

player (EP) option as described in the Babe Ruth Rulebooks. The extra 

player must still play six defensive outs (see Minimum playing time rules) 

and may not change spots in the batting order.

2. Continuous batting option: All divisions Baseball and Softball. Coaches 

may elect to use the continuous batting rule as described in the Babe Ruth 

Rulebooks which allows every player to bat.

Note: An ejection will result in an automatic out for each succeeding at bat.

Injury, illness or other absences result in no penalty.



KYSBA Local League Rules

3. Game Time Limits: Babe Ruth and Majors games will observe a 2 

hour time limit. 

Baseball Minors, Rookies and all Softball games will observe a 1.5 hour 

time limit. 

No new inning may start after the time limit. Should a stricter time 

schedule be necessary (ex. opening ceremonies), the League Director, 

Vice-President or President, may impose a new time limit and will do so 

before the game starts. 



KYSBA Local League Rules

5. Regulation Games: Games are considered regulation games as defined in the Babe Ruth 

Rule Books. For a game to be considered a regulation game:

Babe Ruth- 4 and ½ or 5 innings must have been played.

Cal Ripken- 3 and ½ or 4 innings must have been played.

Softball 14/16U- 4 and ½ or 5 innings must have been played.

Softball 6U, 8U, 10U, 12U- 3 and ½ or 4 innings must have been played.

Note: Games called because of the time limit will be considered regulation games 

regardless of the number of innings played. 

4. 10 Run Mercy Rule: All 

divisions Baseball and Softball. 

Games will be terminated 

immediately once  becoming a 

regulation game if one team is 

ahead by 10 or more runs and 

have had equal times at bat or 

the home team is leading.



KYSBA Local League Rules

6. Mandatory Minimum Playing Rule: All divisions Baseball and 

Softball will observe the mandatory minimum playing time rule. All 

players must play a minimum of six defensive outs and have one at bat. 

7. Re-entry Rule: All divisions Baseball and Softball will observe the re-

entry rule option as described in the Babe Ruth Rulebook. Rookies see 

Local League Rule #12 for unlimited re-entries. 

Note: Not applicable if  using the continuous batting rule.



KYSBA Local League Rules

8. Pitching Limitations: All divisions Baseball and Softball will observe 

the maximum innings pitched allowed per week limitations as described 

in the Babe Ruth Rule Books.

9. Pitching Affidavits: All teams are required to submit pitching 

affidavits to the official score keeper before the start of every game. All 

pitching affidavits will be signed by the home plate umpire after every 

game.



KYSBA Local League Rules

10. Official Score Keepers: The home team will provide the official score 

keeper. If the home team is not able to provide the official score keeper 

the visitor team will provide the official score keeper.

11. Dugout Designation: The home team will utilize the first base dugout. 

The visitor’s team will utilize the third base dugout.



KYSBA Local League Rules

13. Cal Ripken 60 Foot Playing Rules: Cal Ripken Minors will abide by 

the Cal Ripken 60 Foot Baseball Division Special Base Running Rule as 

written in the Babe Ruth Rule Book.

-This rule reads: When a pitcher is in contact with the pitcher’s plate 

and in possession of the ball and the catcher is in the catcher’s box ready 

to receive delivery of the ball, base runners shall not leave their bases 

until the ball has been delivered and has reached home plate.

Once the catcher has secured the ball and the runner has stopped his 

forward progress, the runner must immediately return to the base.

Penalty: Delayed dead ball. The runner is allowed to continue, if put out 

the out stands otherwise the runner is returned to last base legally 

touched.



KYSBA Local League Rules

14. Rookies Inning Completion Rule: A half inning shall be completed when any of the 

following occur; three defensive outs are recorded, all batters in the lineup bat, or five runs 

are scored.

15. Rookies Special Base Running Rule: With a runner on 3rd, no stealing home on a 

passed ball or overthrow back to the pitcher. Runners are allowed to steal 1-3rd once the 

ball crosses the plate. Runners can only advance from third to home on a ball batted into 

play.

16. Rookies Special Pitching Rule: Player’s will pitch the first 2 innings of game and then 

coaches from own team will pitch to own players for the remainder of game from the 

mound. Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken pitching limitations apply during player’s pitch. Regular 

baseball applies to include pitcher stands next to coach, catcher throws back to pitcher, etc. 

With the coach pitching, regular balls and strikes rules will be followed with the exception 

that there will be no walks and no hit batter results allowed. The batter either hits or 

strikes out.

17. Rookies Substitution Rule: coaches are authorized to use unlimited substitutions.



PARAGRAPH 0.06

Pitching Limitations

Baseball:

Cal Ripken = 6 innings per calendar week

Babe Ruth 13-15 = 7 innings per calendar week

Calendar week = Monday through Sunday

Cal Ripken must have 2 days rest between pitching 

assignments if pitches 2 innings in a game.

Babe Ruth: 2 days rest if they have pitched 3 innings.

1 Pitch pitched in an inning shall be charged 1 inning



PARAGRAPH 0.06

Pitching Limitations

Softball:

12U and younger = 9 innings per calendar week

14U/16U = No limitations

1 pitch in an inning shall be charged for 1 inning 

pitched.



• Check team equipment

– Batting Helmets

• Baseball (Pgf 1.16)

• Softball (Pgf 1.16)

Must cover the top of the head and have 

extended ear flaps, which cover both ears.

All players shall use a protective helmet 

with a mask or shield. Must cover the top 

of the head and have extended ear flaps, 

which cover both ears.



• Check team equipment

– Catcher gear

• Both baseball and softball catcher’s helmet.

– Helmet must cover the head.

– Mask must have a throat protector.

– Hockey style do not require a “dangling” throat protector

• Cal Ripken Division catchers helmet must 

cover the ears.



• Check team equipment

– Bats

– New Bat Rules as of Jan 1, 2018

– Apply to all non wood bats

– T-Ball

• Must have a USABat T-Ball Stamp



• Cal Ripken Baseball
– Must have the USABat

Marking

– Max barrel 2-5/8”

– NO BBCOR Bats!



• Babe Ruth Baseball 13-15
– All non wood bats

– Must have the USABat or BBCOR .50 marking

– Max barrel 2-5/8”



• Babe Ruth Softball
– Marked with:

• Official Softball or

• Official Fastpitch

– A one piece rubber grip and knob 

combination is illegal (Paragraph 1.10)



2021



• Any bat that cannot be clearly identified for 

its make and model to determine the barrel 

composition, then the bat must be removed 

from the game.



• Plate meeting, NLT 5 minutes before game start time.

– Clear the field and meet at home plate

– Make sure home plate is swept clean



• Plate meeting, NLT 5 minutes before game start time.

– Clear the field and meet at home plate

– Make sure home plate is swept clean

– One captain and one head coach from each team

– Introductions

– Lineup cards, one for you, one for each coach.

– All lineup changes go through Plate Umpire, preferable 

between innings. Plate Umpire’s is the official batting 

order! (Not Required if batting all players)

– Home team coach review any field specific ground rules.

– Review procedures for coach’s time out during play.

– Emphasize that only the head coach/manager is to 

approach umpires with questions during the game.

– Ask coaches if all participants are properly equipped.

– No Jewelry, except religious or medical. (Girls Earrings)

– All practice good sportsmanship
PU

FU

T1T2



• Announce the start time to the score keeper, 

and the coaches.

• Start the game on time!



LIGHTNING

Under good listening conditions, you can hear thunder for a 

distance of about 10 miles, which is the distance that lightning 

can strike outward from a thunderstorm. If you do hear 

thunder, you’re likely within striking distance of the storm and 

need to get to a safe place immediately.



LIGHTNING

Never wait for imminent signs of a lightning strike.  

It is better to have everyone mad at you for 

suspending a game than to have everyone mad at you 

for someone getting hit by lightning.



LIGHTNING

Sports activities will be stopped immediately if the 

sky looks threatening, if lightning is observed within 

5 miles, or if thunder is heard. A rumble of thunder 

should be viewed as a warning that the storm is 

close enough to strike at any moment.



SAFE SHELTERS

If a building is not available, a car, bus, or van with a metal roof 

will provide good protection from lightning.  Roll up the 

windows and keep your arms, hands, and legs inside the vehicle.  

KYSBA League policy: 

DO NOT restart a game 

until 30 minutes after the 

last lightning is seen or 

thunder is heard.



Field Preparation Chalk Lines
The Rule:

Baseball and Softball see Paragraph 6.05(k)

Both feet or one foot?

Anytime?

Diagrams:

Baseball see page 87

Softball see page 9

The last half of the base line 3 feet wide

BOTH FEET!

If the ball is being fielded to first base

In the judgment of the umpire 

interferes with the fielder 

taking the throw to 1st base.



The Running Lane



Softball DOUBLE 1ST BASE

FOUL

1.  A batted ball hitting or bounding over the white 

portion is declared fair and a batted ball hitting or 

bounding over the colored portion is declared foul.

- A batted ball hitting or bounding over the colored 

portion….Fair or Foul?



DOUBLE 1ST BASE

OUT

2.  Whenever a play is being made by an infielder on 

the batter-runner, the defense must use the white 

portion and the batter-runner the colored portion. 

The batter-runner is out when there is a play being 

made at first base and the batter –runner touches 

only the white portion, providing the defense appeals. 

- If a batter runner uses only the white portion of 1st

base and there is a play on the runner…..safe or out?



DOUBLE 1ST BASE

OUT

3.  On any force out attempt from the foul side of first 

base, or an errant throw pulling the defense off the 

base into foul ground, the defense and the batter-

runner can use either the white or colored portion.

- The first base player is pulled into foul territory on 

an errant throw, she touches the colored side of 1st

base before the runner. Is the runner out or safe?



DOUBLE 1ST BASE
4.  When tagging up on a fly ball, the white portion 

must be used.

5.  On extra base hits or balls hit to the outfield, 

where there is no play being made at the double base, 

the batter-runner may touch the white or colored 

portion. Should the batter-runner return the runner 

must return to the white portion.

NOTE: If the runner returns to the colored portion 

only and remains there until the pitched ball is 

released, no pitch is called and the runner is out.



DOUBLE 1ST BASE
6.  If there is a force play by an infielder on the batter-

runner who touches only the white portion of the double 

base and collides with the fielder about to catch a thrown 

ball while on the white. Interference is ruled, the ball is 

dead, the batter-runner is out, and all other runners are 

returned to the base last occupied at the time of 

interference.



JUDGMENT CALLS
Any umpire’s decision which involves judgment, such 

as, but not limited to, whether a batted ball is fair or 

foul, whether a pitch is a strike or a ball, or whether a 

runner is safe or out, IS FINAL.

No player, manager, coach or substitute shall object to 

any such judgment decision.

Rule 9.02 (a) Comment: 

Arguing BALLS and 

STRIKES will not be 

permitted.

“Should be warned…..”

…if continue will be 

ejected from the game



APPEALS
If there is reasonable doubt that any umpire’s decision 

my be in conflict with the rules, the manager may 

appeal the decision and ask that a correct ruling be 

made.

To whom does the manager 

make the appeal?

The umpire making the 

call may confer with his 

partner for determination 

on the appeal.



APPEALS

The manager is permitted to ask the 

umpires for an explanation of the play and 

how the umpires have exercised their 

discretion to eliminate the results and 

consequences of the earlier call that the 

umpires are reversing.

Once the umpires explain the result of the 

play, however, no one is permitted to argue 

that the umpires should have exercised their 

discretion in a different manner.



WARM UP PITCHES

How many pitches is a pitcher allowed between 

innings?

Softball: 

Baseball:

What is the penalty for excessive warm up 

pitches?

Softball:

Baseball:

A ball will be awarded to the next 

batter for each pitch in excess of 5!  

Paragraph 8.08

No penalty listed.

Paragraph 8.03

No more than 5 pitches or one minute.

No more than 5 pitches or one minute.



WARMING UP THE PITCHER

Softball

Paragraph 1.18

The catcher or anyone 

acting as the catcher shall 

wear a mask while 

warming up the pitcher.

Baseball

Paragraph 1.16 (c)

Any player, manager, or 

coach, shall wear a mask.



Plate Positioning-The Slot

55

• https://www.littleleague.org/university/artic

les/plate-mechanics-explaining-slot/

https://www.littleleague.org/university/articles/plate-mechanics-explaining-slot/


Wrong Side, he is gonna get pummeled!



Good position!



Can he see the plate?



Good position!



Plate Umpire – Mask Removal

Mask Removal:
• Always use the left hand to remove the mask.
• Pull the bottom of the mask STRAIGHT OUT and then push the mask STRAIGHT UP.

• The indicator is held with the 
ring and pinky fingers of the 
left hand and the remaining 
two fingers and thumb are 
then free to remove and hold 
the mask.



Avoid setting your mask down



Softball Strike Zone?

63

Strike

Zone

The top of the 

strike zone?

The bottom of 

the strike zone?



Base Ball Strike Zone?

64and the lower level is a line at the hollow beneath the kneecap. 

(Page 44 Definitions)

That area over home plate the upper area of which is a horizontal line at the 

midpoint between the top of the shoulders and the top of the uniform pants, 

The top of the 

strike zone?

The bottom of 

the strike zone?



Plate Umpire – Giving the Pitch Count

Giving the Pitch Count: Balls on the left hand strikes on the right hand

The pitch count is verbalized as, “three balls, two strikes”, not “three and two”, “thirty-two”,
“full count” or with closed fists.

Verbalized the count when the next pitch is an action pitch

Give the pitch count towards the pitcher and make the verbalization loud enough that the 
batter and coaches can hear it also. This avoids having to repeat the pitch count to different 
personnel.

Balls Strikes



Putting the ball in play



Plate Umpire Strike Call-No Swing



Plate Umpire Swinging Strike Call



Plate Umpire Ball Call



Plate Umpire Foul Call



Plate Umpire Foul Tip Call



Plate Umpire – Out Call
-The signal is similar to the strike signal. Mask is ALWAYS held in left hand so it 
doesn’t go flying when making the call. 
- It is possible that on rapidly developing plays at home (i.e. squeeze plays) that the 
mask cannot be removed in time since these plays occur so quickly. 
- The right arm creates a right angle, fist is clinched. Verbalized as “He’s out!” Be 
emphatic on close calls which will “sell the call.”



Plate Umpire – Fair/Foul Call

The Fair Call is NEVER verbalized! Any sound 
associated with indicating a fair ball could be 
construed as “foul” and stop play. 
Merely point into fair territory and say nothing. 
If necessary, emphatically point into fair territory if 
it appears that players are not reacting to the batted 
ball.

The Foul Call should be preceded by the Time signal 
which kills all play and alerts the runners and coaches. 
The umpire then points toward foul territory. The arm 
and hand signals are accompanied by emphatic voicing 
of “Foul!” or “Foul Ball!”
Once the foul call is made all action is immediately 
suspended.
You can never change a foul ball into a fair ball and will 
have to live with the call.

Fair/foul point

with mask

Fair/foul point

with finger



Plate Umpire – Time Call

Time Call: It is very important that everyone 
on the field knows when you have called time. 
Raise both hands high in the air (palms out) 
and verbalize “Time!” 
This signal should be echoed by your 
partner(s).  
Once “Time” has been called, NOTHING can 
occur on the field of play.

The “stop” or “do not pitch” signal may be used
to allow a batter to get set in the batter’s box. 
Point to the pitcher once you are ready for him 
to continue pitching.

Step out from behind the catcher if the 
pitcher attempts to pitch and call 
“Time, no pitch”



Half Swing Appeal

1-Who may make the appeal?

2-Is the umpire required to 
ask for help?

3-Can the appeal be made if the umpire calls a strike?
4-Is the ball in play on a half swing?
5-Can the manager argue the half swing call?

The Manager or Catcher

Yes, “The plate umpire must
refer to a base umpire for 
his judgment”

NO
YES

NO he can be 

ejected as he is now arguing over a called ball or strike. 

See page 83 baseball and page 47 softball.

Rule 9.02 (c) Comment:



Plate Umpire –Half Swing Appeal



Base Umpire

Half Swing Appeal Responses

Strike: The base umpire responds, “Yes, he did!” 
Then follows with the strike signal

Ball: The base umpire initiates the Safe signal while
responding, “No, he didn’t!”



Field Umpire – Set Position



Field Umpire What is the Signal?

1 2

3 4 5 6

4 – Ball on ground

5 – Out on the tag

6 - Time

1 – Safe

2 – Out

3 – Off the bag

http://www.littleleagueu.org/article/2016/12/15/Description+of+the+%22Basic+Six%22+Field+Mechanics


Base Umpire – Out Call
Out Call: The out call is normally initiated from the hands-on-knees set position.

The right arm is brought up high and then bent at the elbow to form a right angle.

The hand is closed into a fist and then slightly pumped forward.

The call is verbalized as, “He’s out!” or “OUT!” The umpire then returns to the set position.

On any close out call the base umpire should “sell the call” by making the call  louder 
and more emphatic while being quieter and less demonstrative on routine and obvious 
plays.



Base Umpire – Time Call

Time Call: The time call is initiated 
any time there is a need for a dead 
ball situation. It is also used to “echo” 
a partner’s Time call. Both arms are 
fully raised and the palms are facing 
out. The call is verbalized LOUDLY as, 
“Time!”

The Time signal and/or call is often 
used by the base umpire in conjunction 
with other types of calls such as 
interference, obstruction, foul balls 
and ground rule doubles.



Base Umpire – Fair Ball Call

The base umpire merely points into fair 
territory. On close fair balls or in the 
event that the players do not respond 
immediately, the base umpire can 
emphatically point into fair territory 
several times.

In cases of close fair/foul balls the base 
umpire is better off leaving the ball 
“fair” until additional information can be 
obtained. Runners can always be
put back to their time-of-pitch bases if 
the ball is later determined to be foul.

Fair Call:

No voice is ever used to indicate a batted ball that is FAIR



Base Umpire – Foul Ball Call
Foul Call: A foul ball is first indicated by raising both arms and signaling Time. This kills 
all play and alerts the runners and coaches.

The umpire then points toward foul territory.

The arm and hand signals are accompanied by an emphatic call of “Foul!” or “Foul Ball!”

Once a batted ball is declared a foul ball IT IS FOREVER FOUL. 

An umpire who makes the mistake of calling a fair ball “foul” should be ready to take 
some well-deserved heat.

Umpires MUST “see”

a foul ball or the

ball is fair



DROPPED 3RD STRIKE

When does the batter become a runner on a dropped 

third strike? 

1-If first base is unoccupied?

2-When first base is occupied?

When will the batter be called out if not attempting 

to run to first base?

Baseball?

When he leaves the dirt circle surrounding home 

plate.

Batter is Always eligible

Only with 2 outs



DROPPED 3RD STRIKE



DROPPED 3RD STRIKE

When does the batter become a runner on a dropped 

third strike? 

1-If first base is unoccupied?

2-When first base is occupied?

When will the batter be called out if not attempting 

to run to first base?

Baseball?

When he leaves the dirt circle surrounding home 

plate

Softball?

When she reaches the dugout or dugout steps

Softball - Paragraph 6.09 (b) (1)

Baseball - Paragraph 6.09 (b) Comment

Batter is Always eligible

Only with 2 outs



What is the infield fly rule?

How many 
Outs?

Less than 2

How many 
runners 
on base?

Runners on 1st and 2nd or 
1st, 2nd and 3rd bases

Caught by 
whom?

Any infielder caught with 
ordinary effort

Can the 
runners 
advance?

Yes the runners may 
advance at the risk of 
the ball being caught



Base Umpire

Infield Fly Signal to Partner

Infield Fly Signal to Partner: The infield
fly situation signal is normally initiated by the
plate umpire and then acknowledged by the base
umpire. 

Baseball: Umpires will normally touch the brim of 
their caps with the number of outs.

Softball: Umpires will normally place their hand 
on their chest with the number of outs.

To Brush the signal off: Swiping motion on the 
arm.



Base Umpire - Infield Fly Declaration

-Which umpire makes the call?
-Any umpire may make the infield fly call. 
-When is the call made?
-The call is made as the ball reaches its 
apex.

-The Infield Fly call should be echoed by all 
umpires. The call should be given loudly and 
clearly so there is no confusion for the 
runners.

-On balls hit near the foul lines the plate 
umpire is responsible for the initial call 
which is vocalized as, “Infield fly if fair!”

“Infield fly,

Infield fly!”

“Batter is out!”



Base Umpire – Home Run Signal

Home Run: This signal indicates the four base 
award for the home run. Unlike the ground rule 
double, it is not necessary to indicate that the 
ball is dead.

The base umpire points his right finger high in 
the air and then twirls his finger in a tight 
circle. There is no voice call associated with the 
home run signal.

The umpire then watches the bases he’s 
responsible for to insure that runners legally 
touch the bases.

He then hustles to his next starting position 
and awaits potential appeal plays on missed 
bases, if appropriate.



Base Umpire

Ground Rule Double Signal

Ground Rule Double: On a ground rule 
double the base umpire should first make 
the ball dead by initiating the Time signal 
and call. He then raises two fingers to 
indicate a two base award.

This same signal is also used for the 
awarding of two bases for overthrown 
balls that go out-of-play.



Base Umpire – Catch/No Catch

Catch and No Catch Call: On questionable plays in the
outfield or infield, the umpire should always indicate
whether or not the ball was legally caught. This is the
only way runners, fielders and coaches are made aware
of the status of the ball. These calls are not usually
initiated for routine situations, but the Out signal is
used on routine fly balls that are caught.

On close catches the umpire should loudly verbalize,
“That’s a catch, that’s a catch!”

The signals for these calls are the same for the Out
and Safe signal. The Out signal indicates that the catch
was legally made and the Safe signal indicates that
the catch was not legally made. The Catch call is,
“That’s a catch!” while the No Catch call is, “No catch!
No catch!” On close plays either way the signal and call
should be made more than once.

“That’s

a 

catch!”

“No catch!

No catch!”

On close non-catches, such as trapped balls, the umpire
should loudly verbalize, “No catch, no catch!” This allows
his partner and all players to know that the ball is still
in play and avoids confusion.



Base Umpire - Pointing

Balk-Interference-Obstruction

Balk/Interference/Obstruction Point:
The base umpire will always point at the situation 
and call, “Illegal Pitch!”, “That’s
Interference!” or “That’s obstruction!” as the case 
may be. On a delayed dead ball situation, it let’s 
everyone know that you saw an incident occur 
although penalization may not take place until a 
later time.

Depending on the circumstances, the point and call
may be preceded by or followed by the Time signal
and call.

“Illegal Pitch!”

“That’s interference!”

“That’s obstruction!”



What is Interference?

Four Types of Interference:

1-Offensive interference.

-An act by the team at bat which interferes with, obstructs, impedes, 
hinders or confuses any fielder attempting to make a play.

2-Defensive interference.

-An act by a fielder which hinders or prevents a batter from hitting a 
pitch.

-When an umpire hinders, impedes or prevents a catcher’s throw 
attempting to prevent a stolen base or
-When a fair ball touches an umpire on fair territory before passing a 
fielder

3-Umpire’s interference.

4-Spectator interference.

-When a spectator reaches out of the stands, or goes on the playing 
field and touches a live ball.



Where should the batter go?

If the batter stays 

in the batters box 

and the catcher, 

attempting to throw 

out the runner 

stealing third, runs 

into the batter what 

is the call?

No call. There is no 

interference.



Where should the batter go?

Rule 6.03 The batters legal position shall be with both 

feet within the batter’s box.

Rule 6.06 (c) If the batter steps out of the batters box 

and IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE UMPIRE 

interferes with the catcher attempting to put out the 

runner going to third base what is the call?

Batter interference.

Who is called out?

The batter is out for interference.

Does the runner stay at third base?

No, the runner returns to the base last touched at the 

time of interference.



Batter Interference Or Not??



Batter Interference Or Not??



When else must the batter vacate?
Paragraph 7.08 (Softball: d, Baseball g) Before 

two are out and a runner on third base, the batter 

hinders a fielder in making a play at home base

Who is called out, the batter or the runner?

The runnerLess than two out? With two out? The batter



When must the batter vacate?

Baseball: Paragraph 6.06 (c) and 7.08 (g) and 7.09 (c)

Softball: Paragraph 6.06 (c) and 7.07 (g) and 7.08 (d)

A batter is out if the batter interferes with the catcher 

attempting to make a play at home base.



IS THIS LEGAL?

There is NO Mandatory Slide Rule in BR



Contact Rule

CONTACT RULE: ”If a runner attempting to reach  home plate or a base intentionally 
and maliciously runs into a defensive player, he will be called out on the play and ejected 
from the game. The objective of this rule is to penalize the offensive team for 
deliberate, unwarranted, unsportsmanlike action by the runner for the obvious purpose of 
crashing the defensive player.”

Obviously this is an umpire’s judgment call.



Un-Sportsman Like Conduct

Ejection for unsportsmanlike conduct: (KYSBA League Policy)
First offense-If a Player or Coach is ejected they will be suspended for the next game.
Second offense-Suspension for the rest of the season.



Un-Sportsman Like Conduct

Ejection for unsportsmanlike conduct: (KYSBA League Policy)
First offense-If a Player or Coach is ejected they will be suspended for the next game.
Second offense-Suspension for the rest of the season.
Ejection/removal from a game of a family member: (KYSBA League Policy)
The Player of the family member will also be required to leave the game and the ball park.
This includes players of coaches.



Ejecting a player or coach

Ejection: Should NEVER be done in 
conjunction with the Pointing signal.
Make sure you do not contact anyone 
or come exceptionally close to anyone 
with your gesture. Be positive, strong 
and aggressive but DO NOT 
“showboat”. Keep your words simple; 
nothing cute like “Hit the road!”,
“To the showers!” or “See ya’ later!” 
The call is merely, “You’re gone!” 
Maintain your composure and 
professionalism. REMEMBER, the most
vicious and damaging arguments often 
occur AFTER the ejection.

Tell coach if ejecting a player
Notify the score keeper of the 
ejection
Loud enough so those nearby can 
hear.



The Ten Commandments of Umpiring

• I – Keep your eye on the ball. 

• II – Keep all personalities out of your work. 

Forget and forgive. 

• III – Avoid sarcasm. Don’t insist on the last word. 

• IV – Never charge a player and above all no 

pointing your finger and yelling. 

• V – Hear only the things you should hear – be 

deaf to others. 



The Ten Commandments of Umpiring

• VI - Keep your temper. A decision made in anger 

is never sound. 

• VII – Watch your language. Be professional.

• VIII – Take pride in your work at all times. 

Remember, respect for an umpire is created off the 

field as well as on. 

• IX – Review your work. You will find, if you are 

honest, that 90% of the trouble is traceable to 

loafing, being out of popsition. 

• X – No matter what your opinion of another 

umpire, never make an adverse comment 

regarding another umpire.



Field Mechanics Assignment

Go on line to:

https://www.baberu

thleague.org/Docum

ents/NUA/UmpireM

echanicsGuide.pdf

And review the field 

mechanics training 

“Positioning and 

Mechanics” (Basics 

for Two-Man 

System) on page 15



Coaches and Umpires are key to a 

negative or…



To a positive sports experience!



Call It, Blue!

The End

“Show me

the ball!”

“He’s out!”



KYSBA

UMPIRE CLINIC

Baseball/Softball

Presented By:

Mart Holdaway, League UIC

Phone number: 208-371-7880

Email: umpire@kysba.org

Assistant UIC: Mike Johnson



The Balk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFYoSqmEizE


Baseball Myths



If a pitch hits a player's hands it's considered a foul ball, since hands 

are considered part of the bat.

• Reality: False The hands are not part of the bat. They are part of the arm. Let's repeat that 
again.  

• The hands are not part of the bat!!!!!!  The hands are not part of the bat!!!!!

• Don't believe it? Try this. Hold a bat in your hand at arm's length. Now open your hand. Did
the bat hit the ground? Good, gravity works. Where is your hand? I'll bet it's not on the
ground. So your hand is not part of the bat. When a player is hit on the hand by a pitch, the
umpire must evaluate the situation just as he would if the pitch had hit him elsewhere:

• If the pitch was in the strike zone, or if the batter was in the process of swinging, the ball is
dead, runners return to the last legally touched base, and the batter gets a strike. If that was the
third strike, the batter is out.

• If the pitch was not in the strike zone and the batter was not swinging at it, but the batter
makes no attempt to get out of the way, the ball is dead, runners return, a ball is charged to the
batter and he/she must continue to bat. (Unless that was ball four.)

• If neither of the above two conditions apply, the ball is dead, the batter is awarded first base,
and runners advance only if forced.

• Remember - when a batter is hit anywhere by a pitch, the ball is immediately dead, whether or
not a base award is made.



The ball is dead on a foul tip and a 

runner may not steal.
• Reality: False The ball is NOT dead on a foul tip. Rule 2.00 FOUL TIP

explicitly says that a foul tip is a live ball.

• Much of the confusion surrounding this probably comes from a
misunderstanding of what a foul tip actually is:

• A FOUL TIP is a batted ball that goes sharp and direct from the bat to
the catcher's hands and is legally caught. It is not a foul tip unless
caught and any foul tip that is caught is a strike, and the ball is in play.
It is not a catch if it is a rebound, unless the ball has first touched the
catcher's glove or hand. A foul tip can only be caught by the catcher.

• Thus, it is only a foul tip if the catcher catches the ball. A ball that hits
the bat and goes straight back to the backstop is a foul ball not a foul
tip.



A batted ball that hits the plate is a 

foul ball. 

• Reality: False For the purposes of a fair/foul determination, home plate

is no different from the ground. As it happens, all of home plate is in

fair territory, so if a batted ball touches it, it has merely struck part of

fair territory.

• A ball that touches the ground before passing either first or third base

is not yet a fair or foul ball. It is merely a ball over fair or foul territory.

This may seem like just a bit of semantics, but the distinction is very

real. The ball does not become fair or foul until it touches something

other than the ground - a player, a fence, etc. At that time, the ball is

then rendered fair or foul based on its position at the time it is touched.

How the ball got there (the path it followed before being touched) has

nothing to do with the fair/foul determination.



A runner who runs more the three feet away from a direct line between 

bases is out of the baseline and should be called out. 

• Reality: False The key to understanding "out of the baseline" is twofold:

(1) Under normal circumstances, the runner makes his or her own baseline. 

(2) The rule about staying within three feet of the baseline only applies when a fielder is 
trying to make a tag.

• Rachel hits a screamer into the gap. It's clearly going to be extra bases, maybe even a triple. 
Does Rachel run directly down the first base line, make a perfect right-angle turn at first 
and then run towards second? Of course not. Part way down toward first, she veers out into 
foul territory and "rounds" first. Both between home and first, and between first and 
second, she is almost certainly more than three feet away from a direct line between the 
bases.

• Until a play is being made on a runner, he or she can take any path to, or between, bases 
that he or she wants. If the batter wants to go from first to second via center field, that's just 
fine. When this changes, however, is when a fielder gets the ball in a position to potentially 
make a tag on the runner. Then, and only then, does the "direct line to the base" come into 
play. Even so, the "line" is a direct line between where the runner currently is and the base, 
not the direct line between the bases.

• Not only does a runner have the right to run outside a direct line between the bases, at times 
the runner is obligated to. If a fielder is attempting to catch a batted ball, and is standing in 
the baseline, the runner is required to avoid him or her. Here, too, the runner is not out for 
veering off his path - he or she is doing exactly the correct thing.



The runner is out if tagged when he/she turns to the 

left after crossing first base.

• Reality: False The direction in which the batter-runner turns in overrunning first 

base is completely irrelevant.

• 7.08(c) EXCEPTION: A batter-runner cannot be tagged out after overrunning or 

over sliding first base if said batter-runner returns immediately to the base.

• Thus, the critical thing is not the direction in which the batter-runner turns, but what 

he or she does as, or immediately after, the turn. If the batter-runner makes any 

movement towards second, he or she has forfeited his or her protection. If he or she 

comes directly back towards the base, however, he or she is protected until the base 

is touched, or until some other move towards another base is made.



If a fielder runs into an umpire while chasing a fly ball, this is 

interference and the batter should be called out

• Reality: False There are two, and only two, situations in which umpire's 
interference is called:

• 2.00 INTERFERENCE
Umpire's interference occurs (1) when an umpire hinders, impedes or prevents 
a catcher's throw attempting to prevent a stolen base, or (2) when a fair ball 
touches an umpire on fair territory before passing a fielder

• In any other situation, an umpire is considered part of the field. While getting 
oneself into a situation where a fielder runs into you may represent poor 
umpiring mechanics, it does not constitute interference, and the ball remains 
alive and in play.



The base coach can't leave the coach's box during play 

or he/she will be guilty of interference.

• Reality: False Actually, in certain respects, it's the other way around - if the coach doesn't 
leave the coaches' box under certain circumstances, then he or she may be guilty of 
interference.

• The coaches box is intended to provide an approximate area in which the coach is to 
remain. Baseball tradition, however, holds that the coach may take up a position outside the 
box in order to coach his or her runner (s), providing that the position the coach takes does 
not hinder any of the defensive players. Generally, we require that the coach start any play 
within the bounds of the box. With a runner rounding third, however, it is common for the 
base coach to retreat somewhat down the line towards home so that he or she can keep the 
runner and the ball in sight. This does not constitute interference.

• What can constitute interference, however is:

• Physically assisting a runner in any way while the ball is alive. Pushing a runner off a base 
or back to a base, or helping a runner up off the ground, for example, would be considered 
coaches' interference.

• Failing to get out of the way of a fielder who is making a play on a batted ball, regardless of 
where the fielder is at the time. For example, if the ball is popped up near first, and the first 
baseman collides with the coach while trying to catch it, this is interference. Note that, in 
this case, the interference does not have to be deliberate.

• Simulating the actions of a runner or making any other movement designed to draw a throw 
by a fielder.



A fly ball that is deflected over the fence 

is home run.

• Reality: True If a fly ball is first touched by a player in fair

territory and then goes over the fence, it is a home run.

• 7.05(a) Each runner including the batter-runner may, without

liability to be put out, advance ... to home base scoring a run, if a

fair ball goes out of the playing field in flight and the runner

touches all bases legally;

• When the batted ball was touched by the player in fair territory,

the ball automatically became fair. The ball remains in flight until

it touches the ground - touching a player does not alter this. Thus,

this rule applies.

• If a fly ball is first touched by a player in foul territory and then

goes over the fence, it is a foul ball.



A base runner cannot be guilty of interference on a ground 

ball if he or she doesn't touch the fielder. 

• Reality: False Interference does not require contact. The definition of interference reads: 2.00 
INTERFERENCE (a) Offensive interference is an act by a member of the team at bat which 
interferes with, obstructs, impedes, hinders or confuses any fielder attempting to make a 
play.

• Two examples of things that should probably be ruled as interference, even though there is 
no contact:

• The ball is grounded towards the second baseman. R1 stops in front of the fielder until the 
ball is almost there, then ducks out of the way. Here, the runner took up a position that could 
prevent the fielder from seeing the batted ball as it approached him. Although simply 
crossing the fielder's line of sight is not generally cause for an interference call, stopping 
like this is designed to hinder the fielder, and should be penalized.

• The ball is grounded towards the second baseman. R1 runs behind him, but just as R1 
passed behind him, R1 shouts, "Look out!" The fielder is visibly startled, and misses the 
ball. Here again, the actions of the fielder are clearly designed to confuse or hinder the 
fielder, even though there is no actual contact.

• The two examples above illustrate cases in which the runner clearly interfered with the 
fielder deliberately. Intent is not always required in order for interference to be called, 
particularly when the fielder is attempting to field a batted ball. Neither, however, is actual 
contact.



A batter who bats of order is out.

• Reality: False In fact, it is the other way around. If anyone is declared out,
it is the batter who was supposed to have batted, not the one who was out
of order.

• In order to gain an out in a batting-out-of-turn situation, the defense must
appeal the infraction after the incorrect (improper) batter has completed
his or her time at bat, but before the next pitch, play or attempted play. In
this case, the correct batter is declared out, and then the batter following
him or her is up.

• If the offense or defense appeals the situation while the incorrect batter is
still at the plate, nobody is out - the correct batter is simply put in the box,
assuming whatever count the incorrect batter had run up.

• If the defense waits too long and pitches to the batter after the incorrect
one, the incorrect batter is "legalized." Now, the correct batter is the one
immediately after that batter in the order. Of course, that may or may not
be who is at the plate right now.

Rule 6.07 covers batting out of turn.



Batting Out Of Turn Order Rule 6.07

At Bat

If appeal is made before 

improper batter completes 

time at bat.

Proper batter can take 

place in batter's box and 

assume count

Proper batter can take 

place in batter's box and 

assume count

On Base and Before 

Next Pitch

If appeal is made after improper 

batter completes time at bat, but 

before next pitch or play

Proper batter is called out

Base runners advances due to 

actions of batter are nullified. Other 

advances are legal

Next batter is one whose name 

follows that of the proper batter 

who was called out.

After A Pitch

If appeal is mad after next pitch or 

play

Improper batter and his/her 

actions are legal

All base runners advances are 

legal 

Batting order continues with batter 

following legalized improper batter



In order to be called out on a caught foul ball, the batted ball must 

go higher than the batter's head.

• False. To start off with, there is no such thing as a "caught foul ball." In order for a ball to be foul, it has
to strike the ground, the fence or some other object. If that happens, the ball can't be legally caught.
Thus, what we're really talking about here is a "ball caught over foul territory." We all know, of course,
that the batter is out if a fielder catches a popup or line drive while the ball is over foul territory. The
popup is routine, and that diving catch by the first or third baseman is a play we admire. So what we're
really, really talking about here is the situation in which it is the catcher who gathers in the ball, not
one of the infielders.

• Is the catcher somehow special from a rule point of view? Yes. There are two very specific situations in
which a batted ball caught in the air by the catcher does not result in an out:

• The ball goes sharply and directly from the bat to the catcher's hand or glove and then is caught
legally. In this case, the batter has hit a foul tip. A foul tip is a live ball, and a strike. If the batter had two
strikes before hitting the foul tip, then he or she is out, since this makes three strikes. Otherwise,
however, it is just a strike. This is covered in the definition of a Foul Tip in section 2.00.

• The ball goes sharply and directly from the bat and first touches some part of the catcher or his
equipment other than the glove or the hand (like his mask or chest protector) and is then caught. This
is a "rebound," and is considered a foul ball. (2.00 FOUL TIP mentions that a rebound is not a foul tip.
The fact that it is considered a foul ball is a bit of baseball tradition that you won't, in fact, find written
in the rulebook, however.)

• That's it, however. If there's any "loop" in the ball as it leaves the bat, it isn't "sharp," so neither of
these provisions apply. If it doesn't come straight back to the catcher, but the catcher manages to dive
to one side and glove it, it wasn't "direct," so again, neither of these provisions apply. As a result, we
fall back to the more general case of "caught before it touches the ground," and the batter is out.



On an overthrow out of play, the runners get 1 plus 1; the 

base he/she is going to plus one base.

• Reality: Depends! This one's pretty simple.

• Look at the language in the book: 7.05(g) Each runner including the batter-runner may, 
without liability to be put out, advance ... two bases when, with no spectators on the 
playing field, a thrown ball goes into the stands, or into a bench (whether or not the ball 
rebounds into the field), or over or under or through a field fence, or on a slanting part of 
the screen above the backstop, or remains in the meshes of the wire screen protecting 
spectators.

• Notice that the rule says "advance." When an overthrow goes out of play, runners are 
awarded two bases past the last base legally touched.

• "Isn't that the same thing?" you ask. Well, if the runners were advancing at the time of 
the overthrow, yes, it's basically the same. If they're retreating, however it isn't. Say that 
a runner rounded first, the defense throws behind him, the runner dives back to first, and 
the throw goes out of play. The "1+1" school would argue that the runner gets second 
base - the base he/she was going to (first) plus one. The correct award, however, is third 
base - two bases past the last base legally touched (first). 

Continued



Continued 1 plus 1

• The only other question that then comes up is "two bases from where? 
The rule goes on to cover that, too:

• When such a wild throw is the first play by an infielder, the umpire, in 
awarding such bases, shall be governed by the position of the runners at 
the time the ball was pitched; in all other cases the umpire shall be 
governed by the position of the runners at the time the wild throw was 
made; APPROVED RULING: If all runners, including the batter-runner 
have advanced at least one base when an infielder makes a wild throw on 
the first play after the pitch, the award shall be governed by the position 
of the runners when the wild throw was made.

• Notice that the award has nothing to do with the time the ball went out of 
play - the award is either made from the last base legally touched at the 
time of the pitch, or the last base legally touched at the time the throw is 
released. 



If a fielder holds a fly ball for two seconds it's a legal catch, even 

if he/she drops it thereafter.

• Reality: Depends! Let's look at the definition of a catch in section 2.00: A CATCH

• A CATCH is the act of a fielder in getting secure possession in the hand or glove of a
ball in flight and firmly holding it before it touches the ground providing such fielder
does not use cap, protector, pocket or any other part of the uniform in getting possession
... In establishing the validity of the catch, the fielder shall hold the ball long enough to
prove complete control of the ball and that release of the ball is voluntary and
intentional.

• You will see that no specific time limit is stipulated. The critical elements here are
"secure possession" and "complete control" which are entirely and 100% a judgment call
on the part of the umpire.

• On one hand, the fielder may be considered to have secure possession even though he
holds onto the ball for far less than two seconds - consider the outfielder who catches a
fly ball and immediately whips the ball back into the infield. The ball was probably in
the fielder's glove or hand for much less than two seconds. On the other hand, a fielder
could snow-cone a ball on a dead run, stagger for several more steps, fall and have the
ball squirt free and not have it considered a catch, even though more than two seconds
elapsed between the time the ball went into the glove and when it came out.

Continued



Definition of a catch in section 2.00 
• "Voluntary release" is one of the key measures that an umpire will use to judge

whether or not the player is considered to have control of the ball. In the first
case mentioned above, the outfielder deliberately removed the ball from his
glove and threw it back to the infield. In the second case, however, the fielder
did not intend for the ball to drop out of his glove. Thus, the "voluntary
release" in the first case demonstrated "secure possession" and "control," while
the "involuntary release" in the second case demonstrated a lack of control

• Of course, despite the phrase "and that release of the ball is voluntary and
intentional," voluntary release is not the only criteria an umpire will use.
Suppose Johnny's in right field, and catches a fly ball for the final out in the
Little League World Series. He runs back to the infield and jumps into the arms
of another player. As he does so, the ball slips from his glove and lands on the
ground. Does the fact that he did not intend to drop the ball mean that this
wasn't a catch? Of course not. In carrying the ball back to the infield, he clearly
demonstrated control, voluntary release or not. Thus, while voluntary release is
one of the criteria an umpire will use to judge a legal catch, it's not the only one.



On a double play ball, it's mandatory for the runner going into 

second to slide or get out of the way.

• Reality: False. 7.09(f) It is interference by a batter or runner when... any 
batter or runner who has just been put out hinders or impedes any following 
play being made on a runner. Such runner shall be declared out for the 
interference of a teammate.

• Play: John is on first. The batter hits the ball to the shortstop, who flips it to 
second, retiring John. The throw from second to first strikes John as he (a) 
continues to advance toward second, (b) stops dead in his tracks, (c) throws 
up his hands as he approaches the second baseman, or (d) veers out of the 
baseline towards the side of the base from which the second baseman is 
throwing.

• In (a) and (b), no interference has occurred. A runner has the "right of way" 
with respect to a throw, and, as long as he or she does not deliberately 
interfere, a throw that strikes a runner is alive and in play.

Continued



Continued On a double play ball

• It might appear from a literal reading 7.09(f) that John should be called out. By
baseball custom and interpretation, however, a runner who has been put out,
and continues to advance, is not judged to be interfering merely because he or
she continues to advance, nor is it interference if he or she stops in his or her
tracks. The runner must commit some other action that indicates a deliberate
intent to interfere before the "spirit" of the rules has been violated. The logic
behind this interpretation is that the runner may not, in fact, yet know whether
he or she is out, nor can he or she “vanish" in order to avoid a subsequent
throw.

• In (c), the runner committed a deliberate act to try to distract or interfere with
the second baseman. Thus, in this case, interference should be called. The ball
is immediately dead, and the batter-runner should be called out for his
teammate's interference.

• In (d), the umpire must judge whether John left the baseline in order to
deliberately stay between the second baseman and first (interference) or
whether he was trying to get out of the way of the play (not interference). This
is a judgment call.



It can't be an Infield Fly if the infielder is standing 

on the outfield grass.

• Reality: False The position of the infielders is irrelevant.

• The only requirement regarding player position is that the ball must be 
catchable with "ordinary effort." If the infielders are playing deep, a ball that is 
some feet onto the outfield grass may be catchable with ordinary effort, while 
a ball that falls on the infield grass may be impossible to catch. On the other 
hand, if the infield is playing very shallow, a ball that falls on or behind the 
baseline might be beyond ordinary effort. This is entirely a matter of umpire 
judgment.

• Note that the rule does not require a infielder to actually catch the ball, merely 
that an infielder could have caught it. Thus, if an outfielder is playing very 
shallow, the outfielder might actually field the ball. If an infielder could have 
caught it with ordinary effort, the ball remains an Infield Fly.



In order for a runner to be called out for 

interference, it must be intentional.

• Reality: False There are a number of situations in which intent is not a factor in 
calling interference on a runner. These include:

• 1 - The runner hinders a fielder attempting to field a batted ball. [7.09(a), 7.09(l)]

• 2 - The bat hits the ball a second time in fair territory.[7.09(b)]

• 3 - The batter-runner interferes with a fielder receiving a throw at first by running 
out of the three-foot "running lane."[7.09(k)]

• 4 - A fair ball touches the runner in fair territory before the ball touches or has 
passed a fielder.[7.09(m)]

• In general, with certain exceptions, the runner has the right of way on a thrown 
ball, and thus should not be called out for interference if the throw strikes him or 
her unless the act was intentional. A runner struck by a batted ball, however can 
easily be called out for interference, even if unintentional, because the fielder has 
the right of way to a batted ball. 



The home plate umpire can over-rule another umpire if he/she 

has more experience or a better look at the play.

• Reality: False. The rulebook explicitly states:

• 9.02(c) ... No umpire shall criticize, seek to reverse or interfere with another 
umpire's decision unless asked to do so by the umpire making it.

• If the base umpire makes a call, the home plate umpire has no authority to overrule 
it. Similarly, if the plate umpire makes a call, the base umpire has no authority to 
overrule it. Rule 9.02(c) also includes the following

• If a decision is appealed, the umpire making the decision may ask another umpire 
for information before making a final decision.

• Thus, an umpire may only become involved in a call if his or her partner chooses to 
ask. Managers have no right to go to another umpire and ask him or her to change a 
call or attempt to influence the call. The only thing a manager can do is to go to the 
umpire who made the call and request that he or she check with his or her partner.

Continued



Continual over-rule another umpire

• The use of the word "appeal" in 9.02(c) deals specifically 
with the issue of whether or not a call is in conflict with the 
rules, not whether a judgment call was correct or incorrect.

• 9.02(b) If there is reasonable doubt that any umpire's 
decision may be in conflict with the rules, the manager 
may appeal the decision and ask that a correct ruling be 
made. Such appeal shall be made only to the umpire who 
made the protested decision.

• Even if the manager does believe that the call was 
incorrect under the rules, you can see that it is still 
necessary to go the umpire who made the call, and let him 
or her decide whether to ask his/her partner for more 
information.



When the batter backs out of the box when a pitch is 

delivered, it's an automatic strike.

• Reality: False for both Baseball and Softball

• The baseball rulebook says:

• 6.02(b) The batter shall not leave that position in the batter's box after the 
pitcher comes to Set Position, or starts a windup. PENALTY: If the pitcher 
pitches, the umpire shall call "Ball" or "Strike" as the case may be. 

• The softball rulebook wording is slightly different:

• 6.02(b) The batter shall not leave that position in the batter's box after the 
pitcher starts the windup. PENALTY: If the pitcher pitches, the umpire 
shall call "Ball" or "Strike" as the case may be.

• Thus, the umpire should simply observe the flight of the pitch, and call 
"Ball" or "Strike" depending on whether or not the pitch passes through the 
strike zone.  

Continued



Continued: When the batter backs out of the box 

when a pitch is delivered, it's an automatic strike.

• Comment: Keep in mind, however, that with no batter 
present, the pitcher should be given the benefit of the doubt 
in this case. After all, the batter backed out without 
permission. It is, however, not an automatic strike. The 
batter leaves the batter's box at the risk of having a pitch 
delivered and a strike called unless he/she requests the 
umpire to call "Time." The batter is not at liberty to step in 
and out of the batter's box at will.

• Veteran umpires generally give the pitcher "the benefit of 
the doubt" by calling any pitch that is reasonably close to 
the strike zone a strike. A pitch that bounces, or is 
obviously out of the strike zone, however must be called a 
ball, even if the batter stepped out as it was being 
delivered.



The batter is out when he/she hits the ball 

when he/she is touching home plate.

• Reality: False There is no rule that explicitly deals with the foot 
touching home plate. The relevant rule says:

• 6.06(a) A batter is out for illegal action when ... hitting the ball with 
one or both feet on the ground entirely outside the batter's box. 

• Thus, in order for this rule to be invoked, the batter's foot must be 
completely outside the batter's box. If any part of his or her foot was 
on a line of the batter's box, this rule does not apply.

• Umpires should remember that the batter's box is only four inches 
from home plate in Majors and below, and only six inches in Juniors 
and above. This distance is far shorter than the length of most players' 
feet. Thus, it is quite possible for a batter to have part of his or her foot 
in contact with the plate and still have the heel touching the line. 



A base coach cannot touch a runner. If he/she 

does, the runner is out.

• Reality: False The relevant rule reads:

• 7.09(i) It is interference when ... in the judgment of the umpire, the base 
coach at third base, or first base, by touching or holding the runner, 
physically assists that runner in returning to or leaving third base or first 
base. 

• The key to properly applying this rule is that the base coach must 
physically assist the runner for interference to be called. Thus, interference 
should not be called if, for example, the base coach "high fives" the batter 
following a home run, since this does not constitute physical assistance.

• On the other hand, interference may be called if a base coach pushes a 
runner towards a base, stops a runner who has overrun a base, helps a 
player to his feet while the ball is live, physically stops a runner who has 
missed a base, etc. 



A runner cannot be called out if hit by a batted ball 

while standing on a base.

• Reality: False A runner is out when: He is touched by a batted 

ball in fair territory before the ball has touched our passed an 

infielder. The ball is dead and no runner may score, nor 

runners advance, except runners forced to advance. 

• Exception: If a runner is touching his base when touched by an 

infield fly, he is not out, although the batter is out.

• If a runner is touched by an infield fly when he is not touching 

his base, both runner and batter are out. [7.08(f) EXCEPTION]



In order to make a proper appeal play, the pitcher 

must first take the ball back to the mound.

• Reality: False As long as the ball remains live, there is no need for the ball 
to return to the mound before an appeal is made. Remember, one of the 
most common appeal plays is throwing behind a runner who has not 
retouched his or her base following a caught fly ball. The defense 
obviously does not throw the ball to the mound first in this case. Neither is 
it necessary for the ball to go back to the mound prior to appealing a missed 
base.

• The most likely origin of this myth is the fact that the defense frequently 
requests "Time" prior to appealing a missed base. Usually, this is done so 
that the manager or coach can instruct his or her players on how to make 
the appeal. Once "Time" has been granted, the pitcher must have the ball 
on the mound before the plate umpire will put the ball in play again. It is 
the act of making the ball live, however, not the appeal, that requires the 
ball on the mound. 



A batter cannot change from the left-handed to the 

right-handed batter's box after two strikes.

• Reality: False The only prohibition on changing 

batter's boxes reads:

• 6.06(b) A batter is out for illegal action when ... 

stepping from one batter's box to the other while 

the pitcher is in position ready to pitch.

• Other than that, the batter may take position in 

either batter's box at any time. In theory, the 

batter could switch between batter's boxes after 

each pitch.



A pitch that bounces as it comes in 

cannot be hit.

• Reality: False If a pitch bounces, the only thing that changes is 
that it can no longer become a called strike. With this single 
exception, the pitch is alive and in play.

• If the batter swings at the pitch and misses, it is a strike. 

• If the batter hits the ball in fair territory, the batted ball is alive 
and in play.

• If the batter hits the ball foul, it is simply a foul.

• If the bounced pitch hits the batter, all the standard hit-by-pitch 
rules apply.

Rule 2.00 IN FLIGHT



The batter is not out for interference with the catcher if 

he/she stays in the batter's box.

• Reality: Maybe. Whether or not the batter may be called out for interference depends 
on the nature of the play. A few examples:

• 1 If the catcher is making a throw to attempt to put a runner out, the batter is "protected" 
while in the batter's box, provided that he or she makes no deliberate attempt to interfere. 
Thus, for example, if a catcher's snap throw attempting to pick off a runner on first 
strikes a left-handed batter in the batter's box, interference is only called if the batter 
deliberately interfered with the throw. The batter cannot be expected to "dematerialize.“

• 2 If a runner is attempting to score, the batter is required to vacate the area, if necessary, 
to avoid interfering with the defense. If the batter remains in the box, and his or her 
presence interferes with the play, interference should be called, even if the batter did not 
commit any deliberate action.

• 3 If the batter's follow-through strikes the catcher and interferes with his or her attempt 
to throw out a runner who is stealing, interference can be called, even if the batter did 
not leave the box. The batter is responsible for his or her follow-through.

Continued



Continued: The batter is not out for interference with the 

catcher if he/she stays in the batter's box.

• A general "rule of thumb" is that the box protects a batter who is struck by a 
thrown ball, except when a play at home is under way. The batter must not, 
however, interfere with a play at the plate, physically contact the catcher 
outside the batter's box, or deliberately interfere with any play.

• If the batter leaves the batter's box, he or she is completely responsible for any 
interference that might happen.

• With R2 on second, the pitch is wild, going all the way to the backstop and 
then rebounding up the third base line. The catcher retrieves the ball and 
throws toward third, attempting to retire R2. When the pitch passed the 
catcher, the batter backed out of the box toward the third base fence. The 
catcher's throw strikes the batter. 

Continued



Continued: The batter is not out for interference with 

the catcher if he/she stays in the batter's box.

• In this situation, 6.06(c) applies: 

• 6.06(c) A batter is out for illegal action when ... interfering 
with the catcher's fielding or throwing by stepping out of 
the batter's box or making any other movement that 
hinders the catcher's play at home base. EXCEPTION: 
Batter is not out if any runner attempting to advance is put 
out, or if runner trying to score is called out for batter's 
interference.

• Thus, the batter can be called out for interference, and R2 
returned to second.



All appeals must be made verbally.

• Reality: False When an appeal is being made, a clear 
indication of the infraction being appealed is necessary. 
This indication does not have to be verbal, however. If a 
runner fails to retouch his or her base following a caught 
fly ball and the defense throws behind the runner, this is an 
appeal play. No verbal appeal is necessary in this situation, 
since the nature of the infraction (failure to retouch) is 
clear.

• An appeal of a missed base, on the other hand, typically 
does require some kind of verbal indication on the part of 
the defense in order to clearly communicate to the umpire 
what is being appealed. This is particularly true when 
multiple runners have passed the base in question, since 
the defense must indicate not only which base was missed, 
but which runner missed it.



Tagging the runner running from first on a ground 

ball is a tag play, not a force out.

• Reality: False Whether an out is a force out or not does not depend on 
how the runner is put out, merely where the out occurs. Any out on a 
runner forced to advance is a force out provided (a) the runner has not 
yet touched the base to which he or she is forced and (b) no following 
runner has been put out. Thus, any of the following are force outs:

• (1) A forced runner is tagged before reaching the next base.

• (2) The bag to which the runner is forced is touched before the runner 
reaches it.

• (3) A runner is called out on appeal for missing a base to which he or 
she is forced.

• (4) A runner is called out for a head-first slide before reaching a base 
to which he or she is forced. (Majors and below only)

• Once a runner touches the base to which he or she is forced, any 
subsequent out made on that runner is no longer a force play. 
Similarly, if any following runner is put out, the force is removed.



Judgment calls can be appealed if the manager feels 

that the umpire missed the call.

• Reality: False The word "appeal" is frequently misused. Judgment 
calls by umpires are not subject to question or objection by a manager 
or coach.

• 9.02(a) Any umpire's decision which involves judgment, such as, but 
not limited to, whether a batted ball is fair or foul, whether a pitch is a 
strike or a ball, or whether a runner is safe or out, is final. No player, 
manager, coach or substitute shall object to any such judgment 
decisions.

• The only "appeal" that a manager may make under the rules is if the 
manager feels that the umpire has misapplied a playing rule. In this 
case, rules 9.02(b) and 9.02(c) apply:

• 9.02(b) If there is reasonable doubt that any umpire's decision may be 
in conflict with the rules, the manager may appeal the decision and ask 
that a correct ruling be made. Such appeal shall be made only to the 
umpire who made the protested decision.
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Continued: Judgment calls can be appealed if the 

manager feels that the umpire missed the call.

• 9.02(c) If a decision is appealed, the umpire making the decision may 
ask another umpire for information before making a final decision. No 
umpire shall criticize, seek to reverse or interfere with another umpire's 
decision unless asked to do so by the umpire making it.

• Thus, for example, when a manager thinks the base umpire "blew" a 
safe/out call at first base and goes to the plate umpire saying, "Can I 
appeal that?" he has no basis under the rules for the request. The 
safe/out call is a judgment call, and thus not questionable. Even 
supposing it were, the question should have been directed to the base 
umpire, not the plate umpire. The plate umpire should, therefore, 
simply answer "No" to this question.

• That being said, if the manager approaches the base umpire and 
requests that he ask his partner to see if he had a better angle, this is 
not an "appeal," simply a request. The base umpire is under no 
obligation to go to his partner, but may do so if he feels that his partner 
may have information that bears on the call.



Contact must occur for interference or obstruction to 

be called.

• Reality: False The definition of offensive interference in 
2.00 INTERFERENCE reads:

• Offensive interference is an act by a member of the team at 
bat which interferes with, obstructs, impedes, hinders or 
confuses any fielder attempting to make a play.

• Note that the word "contact" does not appear in the 
definition, while the word "confuse," while does not 
require contact, does. In fact, there are at least two actions 
that do not necessarily involve contact that are specifically 
cited as interference in the rulebook:
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Continued: Contact must occur for interference or 

obstruction to be called.

• 7.09 It is interference by a batter or runner when...

• (e) any member or members of the offensive team stand or 
gather around any base to which a runner is advancing, to 
confuse, hinder or add to the difficulty of the fielders. Such 
runner shall be declared out for the interference of 
teammate or teammates

• (j) with a runner on third base, the base coach leaves the 
box and acts in any manner to draw a throw by a fielder

• A runner could also easily interfere with a fielder by 
standing in front of him to block his view of a batted ball, 
or by shouting at the fielder as he passes behind him. Each 
of these actions also can be considered interference.

Continued



Continued: Contact must occur for interference or 

obstruction to be called.

• The definition of obstruction reads

• OBSTRUCTION is the act of a fielder who, while not in possession of 

the ball, impedes the progress of any runner. A fake tag is considered 

obstruction. (NOTE: Obstruction shall be called on a defensive player 

who blocks off a base, base line or home plate from a base runner 

while not in possession of the ball.)

• A runner can easily be impeded without requiring contact - the simple 

act of "taking a detour" around an obstructing player will certainly 

cause a runner to take longer to get to his destination. Thus, even if 

contact does not occur, this can constitute obstruction.



The batter-runner is always out if he runs outside the 

running lane after a bunted ball.

• Reality: False The relevant rule is:

• 6.05(j) A batter is out when... in running the last half of the distance from home base to first base, while 
the ball is being fielded to first base, the batter-runner runs outside (to the right of) the three-foot line, 
or inside (to the left of) the foul line, and in the umpire's judgment in so doing interferes with the fielder 
taking the throw at first base; except that the batter-runner may run outside (to the right of) the three-
foot line or inside (to the left of) the foul line to avoid a fielder attempting to field a batted ball

• Thus,

1. The batter is not required to be in the three-foot running lane until he/she is half-way down the 
line toward first base. Prior to that, the batter may legally be in either fair or foul territory.

1. In order to be called out under this rule, the batter must be in a position to interfere with the throw 
to first base. For example, in Majors and above, if the catcher fails to catch the third strike, and 
ends up throwing to first from the foul side of the line, a runner who is running in fair territory is 
very unlikely to interfere with the fielder taking the throw at first. Thus, in that case, this rule does 
not apply. In addition, notice that it is the fielder taking the throw with whom the batter-runner 
must interfere. If, because of the batter-runner's position, the catcher does not throw, this rule 
does not apply.

1. The batter-runner is given specific permission to, and, in fact must leave the three-foot lane in 
order to avoid interfering with a fielder retrieving a batted ball. 



Any player who slides headfirst at any 

time is out.

• Reality: False There is no reference to head 

first sliding in the Babe Ruth rule books.



If the batter breaks his wrists when 

swinging, it's a strike.

• Reality: False Actually, if the batter breaks his wrists when swinging, it 
should result in a trip to the Emergency Room. (Sorry, couldn't resist!)

• Whether or not a batter actually attempted to hit a pitch is completely and 
utterly a matter of judgment on the part of the umpire. There is no single 
"hard-and-fast" rule that can be applied. A player can easily attempt to hit 
the ball without breaking his/her wrists. Think about a bunt, or the "slap 
bunt" that is sometimes used in softball - players rarely break their wrists 
while doing this. Conversely, it is possible (although unlikely) that a player 
who swings very, very early, could break his wrists and then pull the bat 
back enough to convince an umpire that it was not a legitimate attempt to 
hit the ball. 

• Granted, in the vast majority of cases, if the batter breaks his wrists the 
umpire will call a strike. The point to be taken away is that this is neither a 
requirement, nor the sole determining factor. 



Tie goes to the runner.

• Reality: False Bill Klem, a Hall of Fame umpire, who worked the 
National League from 1905 through 1941, and then served as Chief of 
National League Umpires until his death in 1951, has been quoted as 
saying, "There's no such thing as a tie - it's either this, or it's that!" 

• If you want a literal reading of the rulebook, however, you will find 
that it is split on the issue. Regarding a batter, 6.05(i) A batter is out 
when... after hitting a fair ball, the batter-runner or first base is tagged 
before said batter-runner touches first base.

• Thus, to gain the out on the batter-runner, the base has to be tagged 
before the runner touches it. This would imply that, under this rule, a 
tie would go to the runner, since the defense failed to touch the base 
"before" the runner did.
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Continued: Tie goes to the runner
Regarding a runner, however

• 7.08(e) A runner is out when... failing to reach the next 
base before a fielder tags said runner or the base after that 
runner has been forced to advance by reason of the batter 
becoming a runner.

• Here, it is the runner who has the obligation to get to the 
base "before" the tag of the base is made. In this case, if a 
tie truly happened, the runner would be out, because he/she 
did not reach the base before the tag.

• Thus, if you want a literal interpretation of the "black and 
white" in the rulebook, a tie goes to the runner at first, but 
to the defense at any other base. Like Bill Klem, however, 
umpires generally do not recognize the existence of a tie -
the runner either beat the throw, or he did not, and that's 
that.



Runners may not advance when an 

infield fly is called.

• Reality: False The rulebook explicitly states 

otherwise:

• 2.00 INFIELD FLY ... The ball is alive and 

runners may advance at the risk of that ball 

being caught, or retouch and advance after 

the ball is touched or caught, the same as on 

any fly ball...



The batter does not get first base if hit by 

a pitch after it bounces.

• Reality: False When a pitch bounces, 
the only thing that changes is that it 
can no longer be a called strike.

• The pitch is still alive and in play. The 
batter may swing at it, and if it hits the 
batter, all the standard rules about 
whether or not the batter is awarded 
first apply. 



You must tag the base with your foot 

on a force out or appeal.

• Reality: False If you stop and think about it, players don't touch the 
bag with their foot. Unless they're playing barefoot, they touch the 
base with their shoe. The relevant definition reads: A TAG is the 
action of a fielder in touching a base with the body while holding the 
ball securely and firmly in the hand or glove;

• A related rule reads:

• The PERSON of a player or an umpire is any part of the body, clothing 
or equipment.

• If the fielder is holding the ball securely and firmly in the hand or 
glove, they may touch the base with any part of their person - that is, 
with the body, clothing or equipment. Thus, for example, a player 
could have the ball in his or her bare hand, and touch the base with his 
or her glove, and the tag would be legal. After all, a glove and a shoe 
are both pieces of his/her equipment. 



If a player's feet are in fair territory when the 

ball is touched, it is a fair ball.

• Reality: False The position of a player's feet have nothing to do with 
whether a ball is fair or foul. The "condition" of the ball is based solely 
on where the ball is with respect to the foul line. The rule book 
emphasizes this by including the following phrases:

• Under 2.00 FAIR BALL:

• A fair fly shall be adjudged according to the relative position of the 
ball and the foul line, including the foul pole, and not as to whether the 
fielder is on fair or foul territory at the time such fielder touches the 
ball.

• Under 2.00 FOUL BALL: 

• A foul fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball 
and the foul line, including the foul pole, and not as to whether the 
fielder is on foul or fair territory at the time that fielder touches the 
ball.



If a fielder catches a fly ball and then falls 

over the fence it is an and not a home run.

• Reality: True If a fielder catches a fly ball before it leaves 

the playing field and retains possession of the ball, the 

catch stands, and the batter is out. All runners currently on 

base are then awarded one base from the time of the pitch 

because the fielder fell out of the field of play.

• 7.04(b) Each runner, other than the batter, may, without 

liability to be put out, advance one base when ... a fielder, 

after catching a fly ball, falls into a stand, or falls across 

ropes into a crowd when spectators are on the field or falls 

into any other dead-ball areas;



The ball is dead anytime the ball hits an 

umpire.

• Reality: False There are two, and only two, situations in 
which umpire's interference is called:

• 2.00 INTERFERENCE
Umpire's interference occurs (1) when an umpire hinders, 
impedes or prevents a catcher's throw attempting to 
prevent a stolen base, or (2) when a fair ball touches an 
umpire on fair territory before passing a fielder

• In any other situation, an umpire is considered part of the 
field, and any ball that touches him/her is alive and in play.


